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PEANUT PRODUCERS APPROVE POUNDAGE QUOTAS

WASHI NGTON, January 26, 1998 -- Final results of a referendum held
December 1-4, 1997, determ ned that peanut producers have approved poundage
quotas for the 1998 through 2002 crops, according to Keith Kelly,
Admi ni strator of the U S. Departnent of Agriculture's Farm Service Agency.

O 8,680 votes cast, 8,228, or 94.8 percent, were in favor of quotas for
the next five crop years, Kelly said. Two-thirds of the voting producers nust
favor continui ng poundage quotas in order for quotas to be in effect.

In a 1995 referendum 97.0 percent of voting producers favored quotas
for the 1996 and 1997 crop years.
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Final Results of Dec. 1-4, 1997
Peanut Poundage Quota Referendum
for 1998 through 2002 Crop Years

Bal | ot s Cast

State Yes Vot es No Vot es Tot al % Yes
Vot es
Al abama 740 20 760 97. 4
Ari zona 1 1 2 50.0
Ar kansas 43 0 43 100.0
California 4 0 4 100.0
Fl ori da 461 17 478 96. 4
Georgi a 2,199 59 2,258 97.4
Loui si ana 29 0 29 100.0
M ssi ssi ppi 42 0 42 100.0
M ssouri 4 0 4 100.0
New Mexi co 39 5 44 88.6
North Carolina 1, 384 40 1, 424 97.2
Okl ahoma 546 15 561 97.3
Sout h Carolina 55 0 55 100.0
Tennessee 0 0 0 0
Texas 2,078 269 2,347 88.5
Virginia 603 26 629 95.9
TOTALS 8, 228. 00 452. 00 8, 680. 00 94.8
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NOTE: Farm Servi ce Agency (FSA) news rel eases and nedi a advi sories are
avai l able on the Wrld Wde Wb at FSA' s Hone Page:
http://ww. f sa. usda. gov



